
 

By Colin Webster  

Back in 1916, active scientists were asked whether they believed in God – specifically 

‘in a God who actively communicates with humanity, and to whom one may pray in 

expectation of receiving an answer.’  The results are well known: roughly 40% did 

believe in this kind of God, 40% did not and 20% were not sure.  

The survey was repeated in 1997, using precisely the same question to 1,000 scientists 

and the result was as follows: 45% did not believe in God, 40% did believe in this kind 

of God and 15% were unsure.  So within almost 100 years, the number of scientists 

who believe in God remained unchanged.  

This is particularly significant when you consider the very specific question which the 

scientists were asked (look at it again). They were asked if ‘they believed in a God 

who actively communicates with humanity, and to whom one may pray in expectation 
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of receiving an answer.’ In other words, they were asked if they believed in a God 

who was a living, intelligent being. 

If God were a delusion, a false belief, based on ‘no evidence’ (as Prof Richard Dawkins 

believes), then it would stand to reason that no scientist in their right mind would 

believe in God. Yet, today there are many Christians who are scientists who see no 

conflict between their faith and their respective field of study. Take for instance Dr 

Francis Collins, the Director of the Human Genome Project: 

Dr Collins led the successful effort to map human DNA. IN 2006, he published his book 

entitled The Language of God, in which he said: ‘Our babies are texts, sermons in 

biological and personal form, to the wisdom and skill of the Creator.’  When he was 

completing his research and was able to read the marvellous complexity of the human 

genetic code he wrote: 

‘When you have for the first time in front of you this 3.1 billion-letter instruction book 

that conveys all kinds of information and all kinds of mystery about human kind, you 

can’t survey that going through page after page without a sense of awe.  I can’t help 

but look at those pages and have a vague sense that this is a glimpse of God’s mind.’ 

Like so many others within and outside the scientific fraternity Dr Collins concludes, 

‘This most beautiful system could only proceed from the dominion of an intelligent 

and powerful being.’  

These comments fly in the face of Richard Dawkins’ claim that (and I quote): ‘real 

scientists are atheists.’  If Dawkins statement is correct then he has to dismiss a 

great many scientists today who are committed Christians. Here just are a few:  

• Sir John  Houghton CBE FLSW FRS (1931-); Former professor in atmospheric 
physics at the University of Oxford, former Chief Executive at the Met Office. 



• Sir John Polkinghorne, KBE, FRS; former Professor of Mathematical Physics at 
the University of Cambridge. 

• Dr Francis Collins (1950- ); head of the human genome project, which mapped 
out the human DNA sequence. 

• Prof Simon Conway Morris (1951-); Professor of Evolutionary Palaeobiology at 
the University of Cambridge best known for his detailed and careful study of 
the Burgess Shale fossils. 

• Prof John C Lennox; Professor of Mathematics at the University of Oxford, 
Fellow in Mathematics, Philosophy of Science and Pastoral Advisor at Green 
Templeton College of Oxford University. 

• Prof Edgar H Andrews; Emeritus Professor of Materials at the University of 
London and international expert on the science of large molecules. 

• Prof Alister McGrath (1953-); Earned his Dphil in molecular biophysics in Oxford 
University and went on to earn a Dphil in Theology at Oxford University. He is  
now Prof of Theology at Kings College London. 

 

• Dr Denis Alexander; Director of the Faraday Institute for Science and Religion.  

 

• Dr Michael Poole; lecturer in science education at King's College, London. 

 

• Dr Fraser Watts; Starbridge lecturer in both theology and natural science at 
Cambridge University. 

 

This list of prominent scientists is just a small handful of the many thousands of 

scientists who are committed Christians. If science had 'proven' that God did not exist, 

then no one in their right mind would be a Christian, least of all a scientist! Yet at 

this moment in time there are thousands of scientists who are committed Christians 

and who see no contradiction between their faith and their specialized scientific field 

of study. (Some of these I have mentioned above.) Indeed, it might surprise you to 

know that of the 600 or so people who attend Cornerstone Church in Nottingham 

there are well over thirty doctors of science, of one sort or another. These range from 



people with professorships and PhD’s in microbiology, biology, mathematics, physics, 

chemistry to medical doctors; and all of them are committed Christians who see no 

conflict between their faith and their field of study. 

Sir John Houghton, the former Chief Executive of the Meteorological Office, states in 

the opening pages of his book The Search for God: 'I am a working scientist; most of 

my contributions have been of a fairly practical kind to experimental science. I have 

no training in or detailed knowledge of philosophy or theology. But it is important to 

me that my science and my faith should not be held in separate compartments but 

should support and illuminate each other.' (The Search For God, Lion Publications, 1995,  p8). Sir John 

points out that when he enters his science lab he never leaves his belief in God 

outside the door but takes his faith with him. Equally, he does not leave his science 

outside the gates of the church either! So science and Christianity are perfectly 

compatible and ought to have due respect for each other. 

This is why Professor Ghillean Prance, until recently the Director of London's Royal 

Botanic Gardens, confidently said: 'All my studies in science … have confirmed my 

faith. I regard the Bible as my principal source of authority.' This view is echoed in 

the words of Professor Verna Wright, an outstanding British medical expert who 

originated multi-disciplinary research on bio-engineering, who said: 'Because Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God, he can address himself to the very issues which science 

highlights but cannot solve. He deals with the problem of our nature'. Here Professor 

Wright hits upon an interesting point, that despite the immense benefits and abilities 

of science, it does have its limitations too. There are some things that science cannot 

explain nor for that matter solve, regardless of its great advances. 

Fraser Watts, Starbridge lecturer in both theology and natural science at Cambridge 

University, stated 'I do not know of any research that conflicts with religion. The 



problem comes from the ideological position, held by a minority of scientists, that 

science is the only valid form of knowledge and has got all the answers.'  

Watts recognised the fact that although science can tell us much about the world we 

live in, science has its limitations. Science can tell us how an instrument makes a 

sound, but it cannot answer the question 'Is the music enjoyable?' It can tell us how a 

plant grows but it cannot quantify the beauty of a flower. It can tell us that a kiss is 

an exchange of microbes, but it cannot tell us what love is. Science cannot explain 

everything. Science can examine creation, but it cannot examine the Creator. 

Science has limitations 
The main reason why science cannot prove or disprove the existence of God is 

because God is infinitely superior to us; indeed the immense amount of knowledge 

that we currently possess is miniscule compared with the vastness and complexity of 

the mind of God in whose universe we live. It would be rather like a snail trying to 

comprehend a human in whose garden it happens to be. The snail simply does not 

possess the intelligence to discover or adequately explain what a human is. Likewise 

man can never fully explain, (or for that matter explain away) God, simply because 

God is an infinitely greater being. This is why God says: 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares 

the LORD: "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 

your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9) (NIV)  

It is therefore down to the superior being to reveal himself to the inferior being. It is 

down to God to reveal himself to us and that is precisely what he has done most 

clearly through his Son Jesus Christ but also through his written word the Bible, as 

well as through the creation he has made. We therefore have to weigh up and 

examine all the available evidence revealed to us, which of course is a scientific 

principle in itself. 



The following data I believe is a body of evidence that points to God: 

• The fact that the universe exists at all rather than nothing 

• The incredible orderliness and design of our universe with its laws 

• The vast improbability of life forming by chance  

• The uniqueness of man as the only worshiping creature on the planet 

• Our in-built sense of good and evil, right and wrong 

• The uniqueness of the Bible compared to any other religious book 

• The archaeological evidence which backs up the Bible’s history 

• The prophetic (predictive) element to the Bible 

• The person of Jesus Christ, his life, death and resurrection 

• The empty tomb of Jesus 

• The changed life of Jesus’ disciples from being cowards to being bold 

• The changed lives of present day followers of Christ 

• Miracles (those events which go beyond known natural explanations due to the 

intervention of God) 

The above mentioned evidences are often disregarded by those who ‘claim’ to be 

scientific. But no serious scientist should dismiss any evidence, for that in and of itself 

would be the worst case of scientific neglect! Besides, truth has nothing to hide.  

These evidences stated above ought to be taken into account and examined carefully 

and explored – just as one would with any evidence, to test their validity and 



integrity. In particular people ought to examine carefully the person of Jesus Christ, 

and the Bible, which is the clearest evidence we have anywhere concerning the 

question of God's existence.   

No doubt there will always be scientists who do not believe in God, but more often 

than not that is because they are people who do not believe in God and not 

because they are scientists. Because science cannot be used either to prove or 

disprove God’s existence!   

What experiment would you use to test God? 
If you want to test the temperature of water you use a thermometer; if you want to 

examine sound you use a microphone; but what experiment does one set up in order 

to examine God? Therein lays the key problem for the atheistic scientist who seeks to 

dismiss God's existence from examining nature alone. There is absolutely nothing in 

testable science that has disproved God's existence. Might I also add that there is 

nothing in testable science that conclusively proves God's existence either! (There, I 

beat you to it!). Yet everything that is portrayed in classrooms, universities and the 

television today gives the distinct impression that science has disproved God's 

existence. But of course it never will. Why? Primarily because science deals with the 

examination of matter, atoms, molecules and electrons, but the Bible states that 'God 

is Spirit' (John 4:24), so what experiment does one use to examine a God who ‘is 

Spirit’ and transcendent above and beyond the realms of the purely material world?   

God falls outside of the realms of what science can legitimately test through 

experiment alone, so how then can any scientist operating at the natural level make 

an absolute statement regarding the supernatural level? Well no scientist can! 

As Michael Poole, lecturer in science education at King's College, London says, 

'Science is the study of the physical world. Therefore questions about God's existence 

lie outside its terms of reference.' (Michael Poole, A Guide to Science and Belief, Lion 



Publications, p.28). Perhaps this is why God himself says, 'For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,' declares the LORD. 'As the heavens 

are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 

than your thoughts' (Isaiah 55:8,9) (NIV). 

The closest the Bible ever comes to an experiment is found in the following verses. 

The first is from the Old Testament in Psalm 34:8; it says: Taste and see that the 

LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.(NIV). The second is 

from the lips of Jesus himself: in John 7:17 he says: "If anyone chooses to do God's 

will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on 

my own" (NIV). I would encourage you to seriously try this and examine afresh Jesus’ 

claims by attending a Christianity Explored course – where you can ask serious 

questions about Christianity and find helpful, credible answers. 

Having said all this, examining the orderliness of the universe and the laws of nature 

has enabled many scientists to conclude that there is an intelligent mind and creator 

behind the complex laws that govern the universe. Take for instance the example of 

Dr Boris Dotsenko who was a top Russian scientist. He studied in Moscow's State 

University, where in 1954 he obtained a Ph.D in Physical and Mathematical Sciences. 

After doing research in rocket technology in the Academy of Sciences of the Soviet 

Union, he moved to the nuclear branch of the Institute of Physics in Kiev. He 

described himself as being 'a convinced atheist, having absorbed Marxist thinking into 

the very marrow of my bones.' Yet his studies in science and a chance discovery of a 

copy of the New Testament led him to the most remarkable discovery of his career. 

He said: 'At that time I had a particular interest in the Law of Entropy, a fundamental 

law of nature concerned with the probable behaviour of the particles (molecules, 

atoms, electrons and so on) of any physical system. This law, also known as the 

Second Law of Thermodynamics, says that left to itself any physical system will decay 

as its matter becomes increasingly disorganized. As I thought it through, it occurred 



to me that as the universe was still intact there must be an amazingly powerful 

organizing force at work, keeping the universe controlled and in order. What is more, 

this force must be non-material or it would disintegrate. Eventually I came to the 

conclusion that this omnipotent and controlling force was the God of whom the Bible 

speaks.' (supplied by John Blanchard) 

Please note that Dr Dotsenko did not abandon his scientific views in order to accept a 

transcendent God. Instead, his newfound Christian faith enriched every aspect of his 

studies as a scientist and he now wishes to pass this on to his students. He went on to 

become a Professor of Science in Canada and he wrote the following: 'As a professor, I 

want to train my students in science. More importantly, I want to help them to 

become people who realize their chief responsibilities - to society, to the world 

around them, and above all to God himself.' 

Professor Roy Peacock, a professor in aerospace science and an authority on 

thermodynamics, writes of his own scientific research and his growing awareness from 

studying the natural world that ‘what we are viewing is design, contrivance –not 

accident, or chance.’ He continues: ‘The more I explore this subject, the greater is 

the conviction that, setting all else aside and from the scientific viewpoint alone, I 

see a designer who has contrived the most amazing cosmos whose characteristics are 

balanced on a knife-edge of improbability, ready to topple off should there not be the 

corrective “hand on the windlass”. But it is a cosmos so fashioned that it would be the 

residence of man whom he would create. (P. Lewis, Message of The Living God, published by IVP 2000 pg 34)  

 

David Wilkinson, formerly a theoretical astrophysicist and now a Christian minister 

and author, makes the same point: ‘Why does the universe seem so well set up for 

life? Life in the universe is only possible because of a number of very sensitive 

balances in the laws of physics. Over the last 30 years, scientists have often been 



moved to ask the “why” questions, as we have discovered more. For example, if the 

energy levels in carbon and oxygen were only a fraction of a per cent different to 

what they are, there would be no carbon in the universe and therefore no you and 

me. Sir Fred Hoyle, who pioneered work in this very area, stated that nothing had 

shaken his atheism as much as this discovery.’ (David Wilkinson, The Truth About Science, Idea magazine, 

September-October 1996)  

 

I hope you can see from this paper that being a scientist is not an adequate reason for 

not believing in God, because there are simply too many scientists who do believe in 

God. They are not deluded – they have simply weighed up and examined the 

evidence.  

 

The same evidence but a different conclusion 

There is absolutely nothing that has been discovered by science that has disproved 

God's existence. Even the atheist Stephen Jay Gould, professor at Harvard University 

and one of the brightest scientific minds in the world, indicated that he was 

absolutely clear that the natural sciences – including evolutionary theory – were 

consistent with both atheism and conventional religious belief. 

Christians who are scientists look through exactly the same microscope at molecules 

and peer through the same telescope at distant galaxies and yet come to a totally 

different conclusion based on the exact same evidence as the atheistic scientist. The 

truth is the Christian has included extra evidence that the atheist cannot bring him or 

herself to consider seriously: the Bible as God's revelation of Himself to us. Yet the 

Bible contains evidence that is as equally valid as any fossil that is dug from the 

ground or new planet that is discovered in the solar system. This discovery of God has 



enriched each of these scientists’ perspectives in their respective field of scientific 

study and robbed them of nothing - least of all their intelligence! 

As Sir John Houghton concludes at the end of his book The Search For God: 'Theology 

by its very nature should have very wide horizons. God, after all, if he is God at all, is 

involved in everything. Yet so often our view of God is a limited one; we allow him to 

be present in the spiritual side of life, but give him little say in more material things. 

Yet I have been at pains to point out the two revelations of God - the revelation in 

nature and the revelation in the person of Jesus. I began by suggesting that including 

God in the scientific picture is like the inclusion of perspective in a picture. But a 

picture is still a two-dimensional image. Adding God's self-revelation in Jesus is like 

having binocular vision of a three dimensional scene. An appreciation of depth is 

present when a scene is viewed with both eyes or through a pair of binoculars rather 

than through one eye…Our appreciation of God is very flat unless we look at the 

whole range of his activity in an integrated way. …Science and religion are not poles 

apart. Both are searching for reality and truth…A common experience of those who 

pursue the search for God is the discovery that God is quietly but intently searching 

for them. If you feel that God is pursuing you, don't play hard to get!' (The Search for God p 216) 

It’s amazing to think that millions of pounds are ploughed into developing satellites 

that listen out for ‘possible signs of superior life forms’ on other planets that may be 

trying to contact us – yet at the same time THE most superior life form of all has 

already been in touch with us! I hope you won't ignore him. 

The most unscientific thing a person can do is to write off something which they have 

not examined properly. But that is exactly what many people do when it comes to 

Christianity. They may have some vague idea about what the Bible says or a bad 

experience of church as a child which gives them enough religion to inoculate them 



from the real thing! Can I therefore encourage you to re-examine the Bible and the 

God who is there? For information on courses exploring Christianity contact 

colin.webster@cornerstonechurch.co.uk 
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