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If I said to you that 2 + 2 = 4, would you say that I was being arrogant or exclusive? 

No, of course not!  The reason why I’m not arrogant is simply because it’s absolutely 

true 2+2 does = 4, it doesn’t equal 3.9 nor does it equal 4.1 however similar to the 

correct answer of 4 they may appear to be on the surface. Yet as soon as I change 

from numbers in an equation, to different religions, people are offended when I claim 

that Biblical Christianity is the only way to God.  They feel that Christians are 

arrogant by claiming that all other faiths are wrong and Christianity is right! Perhpas 

this is because people somehow feel that when you move from the natural to the 

sphere of the supernatural (ie a belief in a transcendent God) suddenly exclusive 

truth does not matter as much. After all, if God is there, should he not be accessible 

to all, irrespective of the path they choose? 

Well I agree that on the surface it does seem rather arrogant for Christians to make 

such exclusive claims. But the Christian claim would not be arrogant nor being 

exclusive if it is true! 

What I hope to do within these few pages is to expose some misconceptions that 

people have about other religions and to demonstrate exactly why I believe that 

Christianity is the only way to God.



Differences and similarities between religions

Many people are familiar with the analogy that God is at the top of a mountain and 

there are many pathways which lead to him. The analogy is both simple and 

appealing, but is it true?  Well let me explain by means of a personal illustration:

Years ago my wife and I went mountain climbing in Scotland. There is one mountain in 

particular that we’ve scaled several times, approaching it by different paths which 

lead to the same summit. The one thing about the mountain is this, no matter what 

route you take, the top of the mountain never changes and the view remains the 

same. If all religions lead to God, then one would expect the same God to be at the 

top, and it is precisely at this vital point that the ‘one mountain many paths’ analogy 

falls down, since the God at the end of each religion is quite different. 

There are so many religions in the world that space does not permit me to explore 

them all. Nevertheless I would like to look at  just three main religions;  Christianity, 

Hinduism and Buddhism in order to show how even within these three faiths there are 

immense differences with the "God" at the top of the mountain.



Immediately we can see that the ‘view’ from the top of the mountain is quite 

different (using our opening analogy). Clearly these three faiths cannot all be right. 



Because if all roads lead to the same God then Buddhism is ruled out immediately 

because it doesn’t believe in a God at all!  And how can you have a God who claims to 

be one and there is no other god beside them, (as in Christianity) and yet consisting of 

thousands of smaller gods (as in Hinduism), that’s just not compatible is it? 

The similarities
Having established that there are major differences within these main religions, let’s 

see if there is an area where they agree. First of all, there are highly commendable 

elements within other religions. Many have high standards of ethics and morality 

within their faith which are to be commended. But the big question is this: Are people 

capable of living up to those high ethics? The sad truth is that whether you live as a 

Buddhist in Bangkok or a Muslim in Malaysia, every person has failed to live up to the 

standards of their own faith. Having failed to live up to them, the one thing that is 

needed is to be forgiven and saved from our many failings and sins.

The big issue of forgiveness

In one form or another, different faiths all recognise that man is sinful and that sin 

separates us from God because he is holy and we are not. Therefore if sin is the one 

thing that keeps us out of heaven because it alienates us from God, then we have to 

examine how these faiths effectively deal with the problem of sin.



Absolutely every faith (apart from Christianity) believes that if one does enough good 

works either by some form of religious activity such as praying, giving money to 

charity or doing good deeds then this will somehow compensate and either pay for 

their sins (or bad karma) so appeasing God or permitting them to enter heaven (or 

Nirvanah if you are a Buddhist) . 

The hope is that the good in the person’s life will outweigh the bad - rather like the 

scales of justice. But here we encounter two huge problems. First of all, we have no 

idea how much sin have we committed in our lifetime! Indeed, few of us can 

remember all of the wrong things that we have said and done within one day! Besides, 

it isn’t just the things that we regard as being sinful that we have to take into 

account, it’s ultimately the things that God says are sinful. Secondly, how much 

praying, fasting, or good deeds do you have to do in order to pay for any one of those 

sins? Well no religion (with the exception of Christianity) can tell you they simply 

don’t know!  Therein lies the problem. We know that we need to be put right with 

God, but we have no idea how much we have to do to guarantee that we have paid 

for all of our wrongdoing and sins in full. In other words, humanity is hopelessly lost 

and we cannot save ourselves.

If we cannot save ourselves, then it stands to reason that the only person who could 

save us is God himself, for it is He who will judge us one day. In the Bible, God clearly 

tells us that every person has failed to live up to his perfect holy standards. The Bible 

says:

"There is no one righteous, not even one; 

    11there is no one who understands, 

      no one who seeks God. 

 12All have turned away, 

      they have together become worthless; 



   there is no one who does good, 

      not even one."  Romans 3:10-12

In other words, no-one is perfect! I think we can all agree with that. That’s why the 

Bible says, ‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’ (Romans 3:23). 

Sin separates us from a relationship with God both in this life and in eternity. But God 

goes on to tell us that our sin carries a penalty and that penalty is death: ‘the wages 

of sin is death’ (Romans 6:23). Nothing else can pay the wages of our sin but death, 

our good works can’t do it and our religious activities can’t do it – the penalty is 

death.

So we are in deep trouble as a human race in that we have all failed to live up to 

God’s perfect standards and cannot clear our own debt. We would all remain in a 

helpless and hopeless condition if left to our own efforts. It is precisely because we 

could not rescue ourselves that God, in his love and mercy, stepped in to rescue us by 

sending his Son Jesus! Jesus died in our place as our substitute, to pay the wages for 

our sin in full. He did this for several reasons. Firstly, because of his immense love for 

us John 3:16 in the Bible says: ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have  

eternal life.’ 

But secondly God came to our rescue because we could never pay for our own sins. 

The Bible points out that ‘no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by 

observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin’.  

Romans 3:20.  What God is saying here is that the 10 commandments were not 

given as a step ladder to climb up to him and say “yes I‘ve kept that one, and that” 

but rather God’s 10 commandments were to expose the fact that we have failed to 

live up to his standards and are in need of his mercy.  



The good news of the Christian faith is this. If Jesus is God in flesh who came down 

from heaven to our rescue by paying the penalty for our sins and wrongdoing in full, 

then we can be absolutely certain that we can have eternal life with God. For sin is 

the thing that separates us from God, therefore with our sin removed – we can have 

access to God and enter his heaven. This is both the mercy and the majesty of the 

good news about Jesus Christ.

Let me explain why I am certain that Jesus is the only way to God and not any other 

faith. 

1. Jesus is the only way to God because of who he is - He is God.

Jesus claimed to be God in flesh; Jesus said: “I and the Father are one” John 10:30-33

Elsewhere Jesus said… “Anyone who has seen me, has seen the Father” (John 14:9)

Jesus consistently demonstrated through his miracles, his perfect life, his death and 
resurrection that he was who he claimed to be.

No other major world religions founder made such a claim as being God. Others have 
claimed to be a messenger from God or a prophet or gurue. But Jesus claimed to be 
God. 

It stands to reason that if Jesus really is God then over an above any other human 
being who has ever lived we ought to take seriously the things that he says. 

2. Jesus is the only way to God because of what he himself said: In John 14:6 whilst 
speaking specifically on how to get to heaven (just so we are clear about the context) 
Jesus comes out with the following statement: 

 “I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through 
me.” (please note he doesn’t say he is one of the ways, but THE WAY). That’s a pretty 
exclusive statement. And considering that it comes from Jesus who is God, then it 
ought to be one which we take seriously. 

3. Jesus is the only way to God because of what he did 

Jesus alone deals with the one thing that separates every human being from 
God….and that is our sin. He did this by dying on a cross. The bible says:



“For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God.” 1 Peter 3:18 

Think of that for a moment. The God who’s standards we have fallen short of, who’s 
laws we have ignored and whose love we have wounded, this God steps into human 
history and says…I will pay the penalty for the sins that you have committed against 
me. This amazingly generous act of love is summed up in this bible passage: 

“God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.” Romans 5:8 

The only way a bankrupt person can have their debts paid off is by someone who is in 
credit.  One bankrupt person cannot pay off the debts of another bankrupt person. 
Likewise our moral and spiritual debt can only be paid off by someone who is morally 
and spiritually in credit.....but only God fits that description – that’s why Jesus died.  

Because Jesus took my punishment in my place I am declared not guilty by God. And 
what is more Jesus credits to my account his perfect and holy righteous life (as 
though i had lived it).  God sees the perfect life of his son and not my sin, this is why 
the Bible says:

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your 
evil behaviour. But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death 
to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation Colossians 
1:21 

It is because God views those who have accepted Christ as their personal Lord and 
saviour as being without blemish and free from accusation that Christians can be 
totally confident that they will not be condemned by God.  Hence God’s word says: 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, Romans 
8:1 

As I said earlier all world religions is in effect people trying to pay for their own sin, 
but Christianity is the only religion where God pays our sin penalty for us.

So Christians are not being cocky when they say they are going to heaven.  They are 
being confident…and their confidence is not based upon their achievements or merits, 
but rests fairly and squarely upon Christ’s achievements on their  behalf.

4. Jesus the only way to God? Because of what it cost 



It cost God his Son; The Bible says: "For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 
3:16 

Tell me do you think that God would have sent his Son to die on a cross, if there were 
ANY other possible route or religion where we could get right with him under our own 
efforts? 

If good works and saying enough prayers, going on a pilgrimage, fasting etc could pay 
for sin…then God would have gladly accepted that rather than send his son to die on 
the cross…but Christ’s death shows that our good works and religious acts aren’t 
enough, they are totally inadequate…and that is why Christ did endure the cross… 
there was no other way for God to forgive us. 

5. Jesus is the way to God, because he is Alive!

All other religious world leaders are dead, and you can visit their graves and there 
bones are buried in their tombs with them.  But Jesus’ grave is empty!  Because he 
has risen…proving that he had paid the penalty for death. The resurrection of Jesus is 
like God’s till receipt saying the penalty for sin is paid in FULL! 



Summary 
All world religions, with the exception of Christianity, rely upon man vainly trying to 

please God by means of religious activity or their good works. Whereas Christianity is 

totally reliant upon God reaching down to man in the person of Jesus Christ and 

offering total forgiveness through him.

This is why Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No-one comes to the 

Father, except through me.’ (John 14:6)

We started with the analogy that all roads lead up the same mountain to God. But I 

trust that you will have seen that only through faith in Jesus will a person see eternal 

life, precisely because he is the only person who sufficiently and fully pays for the 

one thing that keeps us out of heaven... sin. For Jesus is the way to God, the truth of 

God and the life-giver from God. 

Tell me, which would you put your trust in? In the man-reaching-up-to-God, or the 

God-reaching-down-to-man religion? If you don’t want to take the risk then put your 

faith in Jesus today. Why not look at our webpage on: How to become a Christian.

For more information contact Colin Webster at Cornerstone church or why not join a 

Discovering Christianity Course.

http://cornerstoneuk.org.uk/investigate/becomingachristian/howto


For Muslims wishing to explore further evidence please visit www.spotlights.org and 

www.itl.org.uk.

http://www.itl.org.uk/
http://www.spotlights.org/

